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and inhibits the dissimilar. It creates an attitude corre-
sponding with it. This automatic phenomenon is an
essential cause of the onesidedness of conscious orientation.
It would lead to a complete loss of equilibrium if there
were no self-regulating, compensatory (JM>.) function in
the psyche to correct the conscious attitude. Thus in this
sense the duality of the attitude is a normal phenomenon,
which plays a disturbing r61e only when conscious one-
sidedness becomes excessive.
As ordinary attention, the attitude can be either a
relatively unimportant subsidiary phenomenon or a general
principle determining the whole psyche. From disposition,
environmental influence, education, general experience, or
conviction a constellation of contents may be habitually
present, continually moulding a certain attitude which
may operate even down to the most minute details of life,
Every man who has a special sense of the unpleasant side
of life will naturally have an attitude of constant readiness
for the disagreeable. This excessive conscious attitude is
counterbalanced by an unconscious attitude for pleasure
The oppressed individual has a conscious attitude that
always anticipates oppression; he selects this factor ip
experience; everywhere he scents it out; and in so,doing
his unconscious attitude makes for power and superiority.
The total psychology of the individual even in its
various basic characters is orientated by the nature of
his habitual attitude. In spite of the fact that general
psychological laws are operative in every individual, they
cannot be said to be characteristic of the individual, since
the nature of their operation varies completely in accord-
ance with the nature of the general attitude. The general
attitude is always a resultant of all the factors that can
have an essential influence upon the psyche, such as
inborn disposition, education, milieu-influences, experience
of life, insight and convictions gained through differentia-